THE DOGS THAT WORK WITH BUFFALOES
IN THE VALLEY OF RIBEIRA

This story was published in the CAFIB bulletin “@af, ano II, n® 18, in May 1980
and tells about the farm “Rio Bonito” of Karol Klee in the Ribeira valley where
Filas work with buffaloes, which is something veaye. The farm is situated near the
small town of Registro, half way the road from S2aulo to Curutiba (State of
Parana). The visitors were Airton Campbell, judge aresident of CAFIB and his
wife Rosaly, Luiz Antonio Maciel, CAFIB judge, aathof this article and editor of
“O fila” and Roberto Maruyama, CAFIB judge and pdgrtapher of the Filas in action
with the buffaloes. The same day, in the town ofjiReo, took place a CAFIB
analysis of Filas from the area of the Ribeira 8allOnly three of the ten dogs passed
the analyse. Xula, the Fila bitch from the farm was present but to the opinion of
the CAFIB team she was the best Fila they had $egray.
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THE DOGSTHAT WORK WITH BUFFALOES
IN THE VALLEY OF RIBEIRA

Suddenly, from the distant forest, we heard thengtideep barking of the
dogs. In a few seconds the drained marshes stagtebling, and we saw
through the scrub the heavy stampede of buffaloes.

Hurrying through, as prudently as possible on dhigcult terrain, full of
obstacles such as fallen trunks, some alreadyniottentributing to the
colour of the soil, black and rich in humus. It vedisiost midday, the sun
burning hot, the atmosphere stifling, making breeghdifficult. Already
gasping from this unexpected “Cooper test” of wadkithrough this
earthen track, skirting draining channels, our sh&reking into the black
spoil, over and under fallen trees and jumping padimud.

But after several meters of this we arrived ateachg. In the centre, 16
restless buffaloes, tons of flesh forming a compaa&ss, threatening... A
sudden gesture, an unexpected noise, and thisohfiesh could start to
run out of control. At a distance of some metetstisa dogs, observing
calmly awaiting the order from their master to stae demonstration.

At an order from Karol, the
dogs, without fear,
courageously approached the
buffaloes. The buffaloes were
alarmed, not knowing which
direction to take, but the dogs
%4 quickly closed and obliged
¥ them to run in a pre-
# determined direction away
8y from us, who filmed and
«&8 photographed the exhibition.

¥ Leading the small herd, an
¢ enormous buffalo, shining
b0 with the reflection of the sun
“ on his hide, covered with a
% coat of still damp mud, which
Zg=ids gave off silver reflections.
e ! Away from the buffaloes, the
order completed the dogs returned to the sideeof aster.




Princesa and Shelk

Karol Klevze, a middle aged Yugoslav, strong, Healface burned by
the sun, hands big and strong, accustomed to hanklivvthe open
country, arrived in Brazil in 1949, became natiaresd, and is today
totally considered Brazilian at heart.

“I have bred buffaloes for 17 years, and have tdradogs, German
Shepherds, but only with the Filas, that enteredifey’ years ago, do |
feel secure. The buffaloes are very temperameah&y/,are easily
alarmed and attack when surprised, like wild anémahether in the
marshes or a clearing. Always when | enter therstwinspect the
buffaloes | take the dogs with me, for they proteat defend me, and the
buffaloes respect and fear them.”

All the work of driving and herding the buffaloesste fazenda is done
by the dogs (one pure very typical fila, named XUlaAnale with

mastiff blood named SHEIK, a bitch also with mixddod PRINCESA,
and a mixbred German Shepherd) which however dargained for the
more elaborate work with the livestock, such asgindg, by order the

stock to a determinate place, separating one phatibeast from the

herd, or bringing down a bull). Accompanied by Kdrowever, they

help him to locate the buffaloes, which are kepsin the marshes, they
defy them and herd them in a direction contrarywhere Karol stands

and in this way they drive the buffaloes in theigsekdirection.
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Sheik, Xula and the mixbred German Shepherd

THE CARE OF THE LITTER

Karol Kleve's fazenda Rio Bonito, situated atlaeks of the Ribeiro do
Iguape river belongs to the municipality of Registind measures 57
alqueires of land, there are rice and banana pilantaand there is
buffalo raising. To drain the marshland where th#does live, 20
kilometres of ditches were constructed by hand. ddgs are raised in
freedom in the fazenda, accustomed from birth ¢onlovements of the
workers in the fields.

At the entrance of the fazenda, beside the housi@, Was guarding a
litter and when the CAFIB team (Airton Campbell,daty Campbell,
Roberto Maruyama and Luiz Antonio Maciel) nearezlzbne, she
received them with a growl of warning, that thigitery was under her
protection and the group better not come nearer.

Informed that Karol could be found in a field, sapsing the workers
harvesting rice, we went, guided by José Coimbrildeedo, who had
arranged our visit for that day, May"h Registro. Karol was
accompanied by two dogs, Sheik and Princesa. Haiarp that the



litter being taken care of by Xula, was Princesansl recounted this
surprising story.

“After the birth of her puppies Princesa still fmlled her habit of
accompanying me to the forest to inspect the boaégfal One day, still in
the suckling period, we were attacked by a swartreef. | almost died,
Princesa as well. The bitch was in a very pooestaimpletely swollen,
without the strength to move and in no conditiofeted the puppies, and
then suddenly the milk production stopped. Xulapwias not the mother
of the puppies, and who never had a litter, stageding the litter
normally, as though they were her own. After Preaceecovered she did
not return to feed her puppies who continued incdre of Xula.”

Karol entering the bush with two Filas



We returned to the entrance of the fazenda toaoKala. At an order
from Karol, Xula, Princesa, Sheik and the mixbreedding dog jumped
into the back of a “pick up” happy as though thegady knew that they
were going to work. We travelled around two Kmmestn banana
plantations, until arriving at a point in the marghere the buffaloes may
be found. The dogs jumped from the “pick up” exdye and
immediately entered the marsh, smelling the grouater returning
staying at Karol’s side, who advanced into the mmaficllowing a narrow
path. Passing a drainage channel Xula submergedlher the water to
refresh herself from the intense heat. For some tita dogs penetrated
the shrub land, in search of the buffaloes but l&irned to their
master. After half an hours walking, the fila bifefula) and the others
became more exited, because of the proximity obtifealoes and led
into the undergrowth, followed by Karol Klevze, i sickle in his
hand, to open a pathway in the undergrowth.

Suddenly, from the distant forest, we heard thenstideep barking of the
dogs. In a few seconds the drained marshes stagtebling, and we saw
through the scrub the heavy stampede of buffaloes.

Text: Luiz Antonio Maciel
Pictures: Roberto Maruyama
Translation: Stanley Hopgood



